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1. SUMMARY: EXCLUSION OF PORTUGUESE CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATS 
FROM ELECTIONS IMPACTED ON ITALY WITH DRAMATIC SUDDENNESS 
AS HIGH-POWERED DC DELEGATION WALKED OUT OF ONGOING PCI 
CONGRESS AND EDITORIAL REACTION EMPHASIZED DANGERS OF 
SHARING POWER WITH COMMUNISTS. INCREASINGLY CONFIDENT PRO- 
COMMUNIST MEDIA SUDDENLY PUT ON DEFENSIVE. END SUMMARY. 

2. REACTION TO EXCLUSION OF PORTUGAL CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATS 
FROM ELECTIONS WAS SUDDEN AND SHARP. CONSERVATIVE IL 
TEMPO SAID ACTION EXPLODES "ILLUSION" THAT THERE IS A 
"DIFFERENT BRAND OF COMMUNISM," BUT THAT NEITHER PORTUGAL 
NOR ITALY COULD COUNT ON "MOTHER AMERICA" TO PREVENT OUR 
FALLING INTO COMMUNIST HANDS." DC ORGAN IL POPOLO CAUSTI- 
CALLY RIDICULED PCI'S CLAIM OF "ITALIAN WAY TO SOCIALISM." 

AND CENTER MODERATE IL GIORNALE SAW MOVE AS END OF 
"DEMOCRATIC PLURALISM" IN PORTUGAL. LATTER PAPER. AMONG 
OTHERS, SOME PAPERS HAD BEEN INCREASINGLY MILD IN COMMENTS 
ON PROPSPECTS OF HISTORIC COMPROMISE, AS THOUGH THEY WERE 
KEEPING THEIR OPTIONS OPEN. LA STAMPA'S INFLUENTIAL CHIEF 
FOREIGN EDITOR ARRIGO LEVI NOTED THAT "OBVIOUS THIRST FOR 
POWER OF LISBON COMMUNISTS IS CREATING DIFFICULTIES FOR THE 
LARGE COMMUNIST PARTIES IN FRANCE AND ITALY WHICH HAVE 
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ANNOUNCED THEIR OWN "PARLIAMENTARIAN AND PLURALISTIC’ WAY." 
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3. CORRIERE DELLA SERA AND IL GIORNO, INITIALLY SILENT ON 
THE MATTER, WEIGHED IN WITH HEAVY CRITICISM OF THE PORTU- 
GUESE MILITARY AND SAW IMPORTANT IMPLICATIONS FOR ITALY. 
CORRIERE'S ALBERTO SENSINI SAW THE BANNING OF A ’POTENTIAL 
MAIORITY PARTY" AS "AN ABUSE OF AUTHORITY THAT GOES AGAINST 
ANY ELEMENTARY RULE OF DEMOCRACY AND PLURALISM. HE ADDED 
THAT THE LISBON EVENTS ARE SERIOUS PER SE, A CAUSE FOR WORRY 
FOR ALL DEMOCRATIC PEOPLE, AND MAKE US REFLECT ON THE FUTURE 
OF THE ALLIANCE, OF WHICH PORTUGAL IS A FULL-FLEDGED PARTNER." 

4. MODERATE LEFT IL GIORNO'S TITO DE STEFANO SAID THAT 
PORTUGUESE ELECTORAL CAMPAIGN "WILL BE A FARCE IN WHICH ONLY 
THE COMMUNISTS, WHO SUPPORT AND ARE SUPPORTED BY THE 
MILITARY RADICALS, WILL BE ABLE TO SAY WHAT THEY THINK.. 

THIS IS A DECISION WHICH MAY START A CHAIN REACTION FULL 
OF DANGERS FOR PORTUGAL, EUROPE AND DETENTE." 

5. OF NON-COMMUNIST PRESS, ONLY LEFTIST MESSAGGERO DEFENDED 
THE ACTION AS "A FORMALITY... (SINCE) COMPLETE DEMOCRATIC 
PLURALISM HAS ALREADY BEEN GRANTED." THE PAPER ADDED THE 
FOLLOWING DAY THAT THE PCI’S REACTION TO THE DC WALKOUT FROM 
THE PCI CONGRESS WAS "RESPONSIBLE AND CONTROLLED." 

6. THE COMMUNIST PRESS SHOWED CONSIDERABLE EMBARRASSMENT. 
PAESE SERA SAID IT WAS "GROTESQUE" THAT THE PCI WAS 
BLAMED FOR "DECISIONS WHICH THE PORTUGUESE MILITARY HAS 
TALKEN TO RESOLVE PROBLEMS IN THAT COUNTRY." PARTY-ORGAN 
UNITA' CHARACTERIZED THE DC ACTION AS AN ATTEMPT TO STIR 

UP "COLD COLD- WAR PASSIONS.”VOLPE 
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